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LAW CENTRE TO TAKE
PART IN NATIONAL
PROJECGT

Coventry Law Centra has beenm selacted to
participate im a national Cesability Rights Project in
partnership with the Disability Blghts Commissian
(DRC). The am iz io inoressa the profile e
dizability rights iseues bath naticnally and locally,
by funding Disakility Rights Workers in Law
Cantras and othar agancies across he couniry

The propect will rum far 22 months, will 151 Oobobeeds
2007, when the DRC merges ino the Egualitiss
and Human Rights Commission

Tha Law Centre wil work 1o ralse awarenazs al
diaability rights both in Coventry and acress the Wes Midlands reglon, incloedog Warsicoebhine,
and will undertake casewark in relation to the Dizability Discriminsticon Act

Tim Astley has baean appointed 1o undarinke this work, He Ras exparance in undarkaking this
iype of specialised casawor from previous jobs, Tim ssid ‘| am very plessad 1o have basn oven
Ihe appodunity o work an this projest, | will be making contecl with arganisations (n the ares
who work with disabled people, but if any orgenization wants to comact me | would be pleased
iz hiear from tham. &ny individeal disablad people who may have discrimination casss can also
contact mae al tha Law Cantre on 024 TE22 30E3,

A NEW WAY TO KEEP IN TOUCH

Many of you will have visitad tha Law Cantre wabsite al s covlaworg. uk, I vou haven't,
please do = | has lofs of information about the erganisation, bul, more importanty, lols of usatul
Ieaflats covenng all the areas o wark that wa do, Thess can be downlosded and printed off o
provide help snd support with all kinds of problems,

Mevw we are launching & new sandce from our webslte - a news leed

What Is a news fead?

& news fead allows you to subscribe to rews from a wabsila, so lhal whanavar the sile is
updated, the new content (s delivered siralght te your camputer, Wilh mews leeds you do not
higve to keep checking the websites you are interested im to aee if new contend has been added
Tha new content comes fo you. News fesds, or RSS feeds, to uss a more technical term, allow
you to kesp up to date with all the sites and information wou might ba intsrested in

So, i you like recaiving raws va your compular, go bo our wabsite 1o find o how wou can sign
up 1o the Law Centre naws feed, That way, you will alweys keow whan thara s a change in the
lzw or any of the regulsticns surmounding the aress of law thal we spacislise (n, as well as
kaeping up to date with what wa're doing.

GETTING
RESULTS

The Law Cenlrs has bean successiul
in sesising funding under  Ihe
Commission for FAacial Equaliby's
‘Getling Fesulls” programme, O
the newt yoar we will using this
funding o miss awareness of mos
discrimination, and (o fake on
casewark lor people who have
sufisred such discriminaticn,

The Law Cenire has slways ghen
pricelly o amployment cases ahepe
giscriminaiion = 8 factor and over
&% al our cases las) year had a
discrimnation slement. This funding
wil alow us bo raise awarenass of
dizcrimination in the prowision of
goods and services, and alse
particulay to focws on decrimination
in malafion t2 mmigrabon cases.

Wa wil be working with Covaniry
Partnerships  Equaliies  and
Communties Thame Group, and,
within the next few waeka, we wil
hald & laumch saminar. This wil ba
fedlwed by an advertisng camgaion
on the city's buses, and lhe alfer al
trairing o other organisations in the
gliy, as wall as the preducon of
posters, keaflets and decriminaton
advios surgerias aaund (ha cty,

VWa am also oparaling a new
Ciezcrimination advics ine safsd by
e of our specalst dscrimmabion
workers. It i3 on Wedneadays
batwean 4 pm and 531 pm. Tha
tedephions numbar s 024 TE2E 3168,
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ON THE RADIO ... AND OUT ON THE TOWN

The Housing Team at the Law Centre has baen trying new weys
b reach peopls who mey be heving problams paying thelr rent,
before it gets 1o the stage whers thelr landlord = aseking an
eviction

Althowgh e team runs a schame at the County Court to
represant tenants at eviction haanings and this has helpad many
people keep thair home, Gey Burndge, Housing Team Susservisor
saya “Wa wand to cateh thess problems sl an esardier atags.
Althowgh we can help at court, by the time it gets 1o that stage
people often owe a lot of mansy. The problem has bacoms much
bigoer, end the whole sxpeience ks vary traumatic for paople”

The tearn hes besn working in parnership with Whitefriars
Heowsing (Coventry's biggest accial landlord) e afizr indepandant
sivice to their tanants belore any court hearing tekes place. This
iz working well and they heve bean able to help many tenams, as
wall & playing & part in the overall succass recanty publicised by
Whitefriars In reducing their arrears. “Many tsnants have not
recaivad all the housing benefit to which they are entited, snd
this iz not spotted wntil they ars 22en by 2 mamber of the tsarm”

T'S OUR BIRTHDAY!

The Lew Centre iz celebating its 30th year thia year. Wa began as Cosventry Lagal and Income Rights

Senice in 1976, end bacame Coventry Lew Centre in 2001,

In that fima, wa have meiped hundreds ol Bousands ol people n the city, and represanted at

ihousands of inbunals and courf casas

enplains Gey. An immediste reduction in the debt is the first step
to aolvimg the problem

"However, there is atill 8 group who we are nat reaching — young
pacpla. They do not respond to letters from thair landlord, and
rmErty do not tum up o the Cowrt hearing. Theay leas their homes,
and end up often owing large swns of monsy which pravant them
from getting snother tenancy in the future”

The Lew Centre has tsamed up with HILLZ Redia, & cornmunity
radic atation, besad in Hillfislds and broadeastng on FM 1026,
The station works with young people and thelr broadcests ars
airmed &t young people in the city. 25 000 people tune in. The
glation s pleving an ad avery howr aimed &t young people who
rodghit have rant problems and urging them to contact the Lew
Centra

"In additicn”, says Gay, “we ars alao putting posters and leaflats
i ¢lubs and pubs inthe city, &nd running a campeign on the back
of toilat doors in thase plecss, o meke young paople awars that
we can halp tharm, §young people coms to us with thair tanancy
problams thers will 2imost alweys be someathing that we can do

Every year simce 1976, we have been funded by Coventry City Council. Thet hes been a fantzstic
commitmant, and it is that continued support which has enabled ue to help s0 many and to davalop to offer

iha range ol advice and beip which we do fodaly,

Wa will be pramating our services o belp us bo reach more peopla all through s year, and, later in the year, we will be halding a
celebration party. It will be an event ot to be missad, ao watch for your invitetion!

Congratulations to Robert Taylor

Congratulationa to  Rober
Tewlor on gualifying as a
salicitar

We ars wery pleased to be
able to congratulate Robert
Taylor on guslifying as a
Solicitor. Hotert iz a8 member
of cur Weliare Rights team. Ha
has worked &t the Lew Centre
since February 2004 and already hed subatantial experience n
wallare rights law, including regresentation &t benefit trbunals,
Dlurimgy i Eraiming, he has also gained expariance in imrmigration
and employment law.

Many private secior soliciors are moving awsy from Legal Aid
work and i1 s becorning increasingly difficult to recruit qualified
ecficitans with experience in socisl welfare lew.

Cioventry Law Cantre has thersfore decided fo imvest in the future
by training mew solicitors i aocisl welisre law Az a langs Law
Centre, offsring advics in six aress of socisl wellare law, we ars
well plecad 1o offer & broad renge of expenence during the training
contract, and to be able o offer post-qgualification employment.

Retert's training was supported by a gramt from the Lagal Ssnvices
Ciommizsion, and wa hope to be abla to contimus this prograrmmes
it the futurs.




